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      Publisher’s Note


      This is one in a series of some e-books created by SRI AUROBINDO DIGITAL EDITION and published by AURO MEDIA under the title All Life Is Yoga. Our effort is to bring together, from Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, simple passages with a practical orientation on specific subjects, so that everyone may feel free to choose a book according to his inner need. The topics cover the whole field of human activity, because true spirituality is not the rejection of life but the art of perfecting life.


      While the passages from Sri Aurobindo are in the original English, most of the passages from the Mother (selections from her talks and writings) are translations from the original French. We must also bear in mind that the excerpts have been taken out of their original context and that a compilation, in its very nature, is likely to have a personal and subjective approach. A sincere attempt, however, has been made to be faithful to the vision of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother. These excerpts are by no means exhaustive.


      Bringing out a compilation from the writings of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, which have a profound depth and wideness unique, is a difficult task. The compiler’s subjective tilt and preferences generally result in highlighting some aspects of the issues concerned while the rest is by no means less significant. Also without contexts of the excerpts the passages reproduced may not fully convey the idea – or may be misunderstood or may reduce a comprehensive truth into what could appear like a fixed principle.


      The reader may keep in mind this inherent limitation of compilations; compilations are however helpful in providing an introduction to the subject in a handy format. They also give the readers a direct and practical feel of some of the profound issues and sometimes a mantric appeal, musing on which can change one’s entire attitude to them.


      The excerpts from the writings of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother carry titles and captions chosen by the editor, highlighting the theme of the excerpts and, whenever possible, borrowing a phrase from the text itself. The sources of the excerpts are given at the end of each issue.


      We hope these compilations will inspire the readers to go to the complete works of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother and will help them to mould their lives and their environments towards an ever greater perfection.


      “True spirituality is not to renounce life, but to make life perfect with a Divine Perfection.” – The Mother


      * * *
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        Sri Aurobindo

      


      


      
        The Mother comes in order to bring down the supramental and it is the descent which makes her full manifestation here possible. — Sri Aurobindo


        


        There is one divine Force which acts in the universe and in the individual and is also beyond the individual and the universe. The Mother stands for all three, but she is working here in the body to bring down something not yet expressed in this material world so as to transform life here – it is so that you should regard her as the Divine Shakti working here for that purpose. She is that in the body, but in her whole consciousness she is also identified with all the other aspects of the Divine Force. — Sri Aurobindo


        


        It is the work of the Cosmic Power to maintain the cosmos and the law of the cosmos – transforming it by a slow evolution. The greater transformation comes from the Transcendent above the universe, and it is that transcendent Grace which the embodiment of the Mother is there to bring into action. — Sri Aurobindo


        * * *

      
    

  

  
    
      Part I


      POWERS OF THE MOTHER

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 1


      Mother’s Symbol
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        Mother’s Symbol

      


      


      Words of the Mother


      The central circle represents the Divine Consciousness.


      The four petals represent the four powers of the Mother.


      The twelve petals represent the twelve powers of the Mother manifested for Her work.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 2


      Three Ways of Being of the Mother


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      The four Powers of the Mother are four of her outstanding Personalities, portions and embodiments of her divinity through whom she acts on her creatures, orders and harmonises her creations in the worlds and directs the working out of her thousand forces. For the Mother is one but she comes before us with differing aspects; many are her powers and personalities, many her emanations and Vibhutis that do her work in the universe. The One whom we adore as the Mother is the divine Conscious Force that dominates all existence, one and yet so many-sided that to follow her movement is impossible even for the quickest mind and for freest and most vast intelligence. The Mother is the consciousness and force of the Supreme and far above all she creates. But something of her ways can be seen and felt through her embodiments and the more seizable because more defined and limited temperament and action of the goddess forms in whom she consents to be manifest to her creatures.


      There are three ways of being of the Mother of which you can become aware when you enter into touch of oneness with Conscious Force that upholds us and the universe. Transcendent, the original supreme Shakti, she stands above worlds and links the creation to the ever unmanifest mystery of the Supreme. Universal, the cosmic Mahashakti, she creates all these beings and contains and enters, supports and conducts all these million processes and forces. Individual, she embodies the power of these two vaster ways of her existence, makes them living and near to us and mediates between the human personality and the divine Nature.


      The one original transcendent Shakti, the Mother stands above all the worlds and bears in her eternal consciousness the Supreme Divine. Alone, she harbours the absolute Power and the ineffable Presence; containing or calling the Truths that have to be manifested, she brings them down from the Mystery in which they were hidden into the light of her infinite consciousness and gives them a form of force in her omnipotent power and her boundless life and a body in the universe. The Supreme is manifest in her for ever as the everlasting Sachchidananda, manifested through her in the worlds as the one and dual consciousness of Ishwara-Shakti and the dual principle of Purusha-Prakriti, embodied by her in the Worlds and the Planes and the Gods and their Energies and figured because of her as all that is in the known worlds and in unknown others. All is her play with the Supreme; all is her manifestation of the mysteries of the Eternal, the miracles of the Infinite. All is she, for all are parcel and portion of the divine Conscious-Force. Nothing can be here or elsewhere but what she decides and the Supreme sanctions; nothing can take shape except what she moved by the Supreme perceives and forms after casting it into seed in her creating Ananda.


      The Mahashakti, the universal Mother, works out whatever is transmitted by her transcendent consciousness from the Supreme and enters into the worlds that she has made; her presence fills and supports them with the divine spirit and the divine all-sustaining force and delight without which they could not exist. That which we call Nature or Prakriti is only her most outward executive aspect; she marshals and arranges the harmony of her forces and processes, impels the operations of Nature and moves among them secret or manifest in all that can be seen or experienced or put into motion of life. Each of the worlds is nothing but one play of the Mahashakti of that system of worlds or universe, who is there as the cosmic Soul and Personality of the transcendent Mother. Each is something that she has seen in her vision, gathered into her heart of beauty and power and created in her Ananda.


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 3


      Four Great Aspects of the Mother


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      Four great Aspects of the Mother, four of her leading Powers and Personalities have stood in front in her guidance of this Universe and in her dealings with the terrestrial play. One is her personality of calm wideness and comprehending wisdom and tranquil benignity and inexhaustible compassion and sovereign and surpassing majesty and all-ruling greatness. Another embodies her power of splendid strength and irresistible passion, her warrior mood, her overwhelming will, her impetuous swiftness and world-shaking force. A third is vivid and sweet and wonderful with her deep secret of beauty and harmony and fine rhythm, her intricate and subtle opulence, her compelling attraction and captivating grace. The fourth is equipped with her close and profound capacity of intimate knowledge and careful flawless work and quiet and exact perfection in all things. Wisdom, Strength, Harmony, Perfection are their several attributes and it is these powers that they bring with them into the world, manifest in a human disguise in their Vibhutis and shall found in the divine degree of their ascension in those who can open their earthly nature to the direct and living influence of the Mother. To the four we give the four great names, Maheshwari, Mahakali, Mahalakshmi, Mahasaraswati.


      Imperial MAHESHWARI is seated in the wideness above the thinking mind and will and sublimates and greatens them into wisdom and largeness or floods with a splendour beyond them. For she is the mighty and wise One who opens us to the supramental infinities and the cosmic vastness, to the grandeur of the supreme Light, to a treasure-house of miraculous knowledge, to the measureless movement of the Mother’s eternal forces. Tranquil is she and wonderful, great and calm for ever. Nothing can move her because all wisdom is in her; nothing is hidden from her that she chooses to know; she comprehends all things and all beings and their nature and what moves them and the law of the world and its times and how all was and is and must be. A strength is in her that meets everything and masters and none can prevail in the end against her vast intangible wisdom and high tranquil power. Equal, patient and unalterable in her will she deals with men according to their nature and with things and happenings according to their Force and the truth that is in them. Partiality she has none, but she follows the decrees of the Supreme and some she raises up and some she casts down or puts away from her into the darkness. To the wise she gives a greater and more luminous wisdom; those that have vision she admits to her counsels; on the hostile she imposes the consequence of their hostility; the ignorant and foolish she leads according to their blindness. In each man she answers and handles the different elements of his nature according to their need and their urge and the return they call for, puts on them the required pressure or leaves them to their cherished liberty to prosper in the ways of the Ignorance or to perish. For she is above all, bound by nothing, attached to nothing in the universe. Yet has she more than any other the heart of the universal Mother. For her compassion is endless and inexhaustible; all are to her eyes her children and portions of the One, even the Asura and Rakshasa and Pisacha and those that are revolted and hostile. Even her rejections are only a postponement, even her punishments are a grace. But her compassion does not blind her wisdom or turn her action from the course decreed; for the Truth of things is her one concern, knowledge her centre of power and to build our soul and our nature into the divine Truth her mission and her labour.


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 4


      Other Great Personalities of the Divine Mother


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      There are other great Personalities of the Divine Mother, but they were more difficult to bring down and have not stood out in front with so much prominence in the evolution of the earth-spirit. There are among them Presences indispensable for the supramental realisation, – most of all one who is her Personality of that mysterious and powerful ecstasy and Ananda which flows from a supreme divine Love, the Ananda that alone can heal the gulf between the highest heights of the supramental spirit and the lowest abysses of Matter, the Ananda that holds the key of a wonderful divinest Life and even now supports from its secrecies the work of all the other Powers of the universe. But human nature bounded, egoistic and obscure is inapt to receive these great Presences or to support their mighty action. Only when the Four have founded their harmony and freedom of movement in the transformed mind and life and body, can those other rarer Powers manifest in the earth movement and the supramental action become possible. For when her Personalities are all gathered in her and manifested and their separate working has been turned into a harmonious unity and they rise in her to their supramental godheads, then is the Mother revealed as the supramental Mahashakti and brings pouring down her luminous transcendences from their ineffable ether. Then can human nature change into dynamic divine nature because all the elemental lines of the supramental Truth-consciousness and Truth-force are strung together and the harp of life is fitted for the rhythms of the Eternal.


      If you desire this transformation, put yourself in the hands of Mother and her Powers without cavil or resistance and let her do unhindered her work within you. Three things you must have, consciousness, plasticity, unreserved surrender. For you must be conscious in your mind and soul and heart and life and the very cells of your body, aware of the Mother and her Powers and their working; for although she can and does work in you even in your obscurity and your unconscious parts and movements, it is not the same thing as when you are in an awakened and living communion with her. All your nature must be plastic to her touch, – not questioning as the self-sufficient ignorant mind questions and doubts and disputes and is the enemy of its enlightenment and change; not insisting on its own movements as the vital in man insists and persistently opposes its refractory desires and ill-will to every divine influence; not obstructing and entrenched in incapacity, inertia and tamas as man’s physical consciousness obstructs and clinging to its pleasure in smallness and darkness cries out against each touch that disturbs its soulless routine or its dull sloth or its torpid slumber. The unreserved surrender of your inner and outer being will bring this plasticity into all the parts of your nature; consciousness will awaken everywhere in you by constant openness to the Wisdom and Light, the Force, the Harmony and Beauty, the Perfection that come flowing down from above. Even the body will awake and unite at last its consciousness subliminal no longer to the supramental superconscious Force, feel all her powers permeating from above and below and around it and thrill to a supreme Love and Ananda.


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Part II


      TWELVE ATTRIBUTES OF THE MOTHER

    

  

  
    
      Introduction


      Twelve Attributes


      
        [image: Mother’s Symbol]
      


      
        Mother’s Symbol

      


      


      Words of the Mother


      Last time I told you I was looking for the twelve attributes (Mother takes out a sheet of paper). Here they are, someone found this.


      1. Sincerity
 2. Humility
 3. Gratitude
 4. Perseverance
 5. Aspiration
 6. Receptivity
 7. Progress
 8. Courage
 9. Goodness
 10. Generosity
 11. Equanimity
 12. Peace


      The first eight concern the attitude towards the Divine, and the last four towards humanity.


      And we also found a text from Sri Aurobindo (with a colored chart of the twelve petals):


      Centre and four powers, white. The twelve all of different color in three groups: top group red, passing to orange towards yellow. Next group, yellow passing through green towards blue. And third group, blue passing through violet towards red. If white is not convenient, the center may be gold (powder). – Sri Aurobindo, March 20, 1934


      * * *

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 1


      Sincerity


      Words of the Mother


      ...by perfect sincerity we mean that all our thoughts, feelings, sensations and actions should express nothing but the central Truth of our being.


      *


      Words of the Mother


      Do you know what perfect sincerity is?...


      Never to try to deceive oneself, never let any part of the being try to find out a way of convincing the others, never to explain favourably what one does in order to have an excuse for what one wants to do, never to close one’s eyes when something is unpleasant, never to let anything pass, telling oneself, “That is not important, next time it will be better.”


      *


      Words of the Mother


      Sincerity means to lift all the movements of the being to the level of the highest consciousness and realisation already attained.


      Sincerity exacts the unification and harmonisation of the whole being in all its parts and movements around the central Divine Will.


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 2


      Humility


      Words of the Mother


      Humility is the recognition that one does not know, that one knows nothing, and that there may be something beyond what presently appears to us as being truest, noblest, most disinterested. True humility consists in referring oneself constantly to the Lord, in placing everything before Him.


      *


      Words of the Mother


      There is one thing that has always been said, but always misunderstood, it is the necessity of humility. It is taken in the wrong way, wrongly understood and wrongly used. Be humble, if you can be so in the right way; above all, do not be so in the wrong way, for that leads you nowhere. But there is one thing: if you can pull out from yourself this weed called vanity, then indeed you will have done something. But if you knew how difficult it is! You cannot do a thing well, cannot have a fine idea, cannot have a right movement, cannot make a little progress without getting puffed up inside (even without being aware of it), with a self-satisfaction full of vanity. And you are obliged then to hammer it hard to break it. And still broken bits remain and these begin to germinate. One must work the whole of one’s life and never forget to work in order to uproot this weed that springs up again and again and again so insidiously that you believe it is gone and you feel very modest and say: “It is not I who have done it, I feel it is the Divine, I am nothing if He is not there”, and then the next minute, you are so satisfied with yourself simply for having thought that!


      What is the right and the wrong way of being humble?


      It is very simple, when people are told “be humble”, they think immediately of “being humble before other men” and that humility is wrong. True humility is humility before the Divine, that is, a precise, exact, living sense that one is nothing, one can do nothing, understand nothing without the Divine, that even if one is exceptionally intelligent and capable, this is nothing in comparison with the divine Consciousness, and this sense one must always keep, because then one always has the true attitude of receptivity – a humble receptivity that does not put personal pretensions in opposition to the Divine.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 3


      Gratitude


      Words of the Mother


      ...there is another movement which should constantly accompany devotion.... That kind of sense of gratitude that the Divine exists; that feeling of a marvelling thankfulness which truly fills you with a sublime joy at the fact that the Divine exists, that there is something in the universe which is the Divine, that it is not just the monstrosity we see, that there is the Divine, the Divine exists. And each time that the least thing puts you either directly or indirectly in contact with this sublime Reality of divine existence, the heart is filled with so intense, so marvellous a joy, such a gratitude as of all things has the most delightful taste.


      There is nothing which gives you a joy equal to that of gratitude. One hears a bird sing, sees a lovely flower, looks at a little child, observes an act of generosity, reads a beautiful sentence, looks at the setting sun, no matter what, suddenly this comes upon you, this kind of emotion – indeed so deep, so intense – that the world manifests the Divine, that there is something behind the world which is the Divine.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 4


      Perseverance


      Words of the Mother


      ...the more you advance, the more vigilant must you become. And the most essential quality is perseverance, endurance, and a... what shall I call it? – a kind of inner good humour which helps you not to get discouraged, not to become sad, and to face all difficulties with a smile. There is an English word which expresses this very well – cheerfulness. If you can keep this within you, you fight much better, resist much better, in the light, these bad influences which try to hinder you from progressing.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 5


      Aspiration


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      What is the meaning of “aspiration”?


      It is the call of the being for higher things – for the Divine, for all that belongs to the higher or Divine Consciousness.


      *


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      Aspiration should be not a form of desire, but the feeling of an inner soul’s need, and a quiet settled will to turn towards the Divine and seek the Divine. It is certainly not easy to get rid of this mixture of desire entirely – not easy for anyone; but when one has the will to do it, this also can be effected by the help of the sustaining Force.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 6


      Receptivity


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      Receptivity – the power to receive the Divine Force and to feel its presence and the presence of the Mother in it and allow it to work, guiding one’s sight and will and action.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 7


      Progress


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      ...so long as man has not realised the divine and the ideal in his life, – and it may well be even when he has realised it, since the divine is the infinite, – progress and not unmoving status is the necessary and desirable law of his life, – not indeed any breathless rush after novelties, but a constant motion towards a greater and greater truth of the spirit, the thought and the life not only in the individual, but in the collectivity, in the communal endeavour, in the turn, ideals, temperament, make of the society, in its strivings towards perfection.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 8


      Courage


      Words of the Mother


      Courage is the total absence of fear in any form.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 9


      Goodness


      Words of the Mother


      I have very often heard people saying, “Oh! now that I am trying to be good, everybody seems to be bad to me!” But this is precisely to teach you that one should not be good with an interested motive, one should not be good so that others will be good to you – one must be good for the sake of being good.


      It is always the same lesson: one must do as well as one can, the best one can, but without expecting a result, without doing it with a view to the result. Just this attitude, to expect a reward for a good action – to become good because one thinks that this will make life easier – takes away all value from the good action.


      You must be good for the love of goodness, you must be just for the love of justice, you must be pure for the love of purity and you must be disinterested for the love of disinterestedness; then you are sure to advance on the way.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 10


      Generosity


      Words of the Mother


      Nobleness and generosity are the soul’s ethereal firmament; without them, one looks at an insect in a dungeon. (Sri Aurobindo, Thoughts and Aphorisms)


      Nobleness is to refuse all personal calculation.


      Generosity is to find one’s own satisfaction in the satisfaction of others.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 11


      Equanimity


      Words of Sri Aurobindo


      Equality is the chief support of the true spiritual consciousness and it is this from which the sadhak deviates when he allows a vital movement to carry him away in feeling or speech or action. Equality is not the same thing as forbearance, – though undoubtedly a settled equality immensely extends, even illimitably, a man’s power of endurance and forbearance.


      Equality means a quiet and unmoved mind and vital; it means not to be touched or disturbed by things that happen or things said or done to you but to look at them with a straight look, free from the distortions created by personal feeling, and to try to understand what is behind them, why they happen, what is to be learnt from them, what is it in oneself which they are cast against and what inner profit or progress one can make out of them; it means self-mastery over the vital movements, anger and sensitiveness and pride as well as desire and the rest, not to let them get hold of the emotional being and disturb the inner peace, not to speak and act in the rush and impulsion of these things, always to act and speak out of a calm inner poise of the spirit. It is not easy to have this equality in any full and perfect measure, but one should always try more and more to make it the basis of one’s inner state and outer movements.


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 12


      Peace


      Words of the Mother


      The first sign of the divine presence in the being is peace.


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Part III


      THE ONE WHOM WE ADORE AS THE MOTHER


      (Selections from Savitri)
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        Sri Aurobindo

      


      


      
        Let us meditate on the most auspicious form of Savitri, on the Light of the Supreme which shall illumine us with the Truth. — Sri Aurobindo


        * * *

      
    

  

  
    
      Chapter 1


      The Light of the Supreme


      If this is she of whom the world has heard,


      Wonder no more at any happy change.


      Each easy miracle of felicity


      Of her transmuting heart the alchemy is.


      XII.1.305-08


      


      There is a consciousness mind cannot touch,


      Its speech cannot utter nor its thought reveal.


      XI.1.1223-24


      *


      In the mind’s silence the Transcendent acts


      And the hushed heart hears the unuttered Word.


      III.2.206-07


      *


      “I am the Mystery beyond reach of mind...”


      III.4.46


      *


      Out of our thoughts we must leap up to sight,


      Breathe her divine illimitable air...


      Dare to surrender to her absolute.


      II.11.584-87


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 2


      Invocation


      One in the front of the immemorial quest...


      Brought down to earth’s dumb need her radiant power.


      I.3.2-8


      *


      O Wisdom-Splendour, Mother of the universe,


      Creatrix, the Eternal’s artist Bride,


      Linger not long with thy transmuting hand


      Pressed vainly on one golden bar of Time,


      As if Time dare not open its heart to God.


      III.4.398-402


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 3


      Answer


      One shall descend and break the iron Law,


      Change Nature’s doom by the lone spirit’s power.


      III.4.430-31


      *


      Strength shall be with her like a conqueror’s sword


      And from her eyes the Eternal’s bliss shall gaze.


      III.4.447-48


      *


      Fate shall be changed by an unchanging will.


      III.4.452


      

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 4


      Incarnation


      The mystery of God’s birth and acts


      A world’s desire compelled her mortal birth.


      I.3.1


      *


      A spirit of its celestial source aware


      Translating heaven into a human shape


      Descended into earth’s imperfect mould...


      IV.1.149-51


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 5


      The Birth of the Flame


      If births can be of what eternal is...


      VII.6.346


      *


      ...an endless birth in endless Time...


      I.4.734


      


      1878


      The vigil of some mighty birth to come.


      IV.1.85


      


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 6


      The Childhood of the Incarnate Flame (1879 – 1886)


      Heaven’s tranquil shield guarded the missioned child.


      I.2.206


      *


      Even in her childish movements could be felt


      The nearness of a light still kept from earth,


      Feelings that only eternity could share,


      Thoughts natural and native to the gods.


      IV.1.224-27


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 7


      Youth


      Years like gold raiment of the gods that pass;


      Her youth sat throned in calm felicity.


      I.2.208-09


      *


      Exalted and swift her young large-visioned spirit


      Voyaging through worlds of splendour and of calm


      Overflew the ways of Thought to unborn things.


      I.2.136-38


      *


      Leaving earth’s safety daring wings of Mind


      Bore her above the trodden fields of thought


      Crossing the mystic seas of the Beyond...


      All her life’s turns led her to symbol doors...


      IV.2.33-38


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 8


      The Journey


      The world-ways opened...


      IV.4.1


      *


      She turned to vastnesses not yet her own...


      IV.3.242


      *


      Driven from within she followed her long road...


      IV.4.65


      *


      A way proposed by an unerring Guide.


      IV.4.61


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 9


      1914 – The Meeting


      These spirits met upon the roads of Time.


      V.3.3


      *


      Someone came infinite and absolute.


      III.2.83


      *


      Immortal met immortal in their gaze.


      IV.3.160


      *


      As when being cries to being from its depths


      Behind the screen of the external sense...


      So now they met in that momentous hour,


      So utter the recognition in the deeps...


      V.3.8-15


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 10


      Her Work


      “For I know now why my spirit came on earth...”


      VI.1.751


      *


      “I am thy portion here charged with thy work...”


      VII.2.82


      


      A summons from her being’s summit came...


      Above her brows where will and knowledge meet


      A mighty Voice invaded mortal space.


      VII.2.6-9


      *


      “Arise, O soul, and vanquish Time and Death.”


      VII.2.27


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 11


      Yoga


      She looked into herself and sought for her soul.


      VII.2.112


      *


      A portion of the mighty Mother came


      Into her as into its own human part...


      It marked her the centre of a wide-drawn scheme,


      Dreamed in the passion of her far-seeing spirit


      To mould humanity into God’s own shape


      And lead this great blind struggling world to light


      Or a new world discover or create.


      VII.2.450-57


      *


      Amazed like one unknowing she sought her way


      Out of the tangle of man’s ignorant past...


      Then a Voice spoke that dwelt on secret heights:


      “For man thou seekst, not for thyself alone.


      Only if God assumes the human mind


      And puts on mortal ignorance for his cloak...


      Can he help man to grow into the God.


      As man disguised the cosmic Greatness works


      And finds the mystic inaccessible gate


      And opens the Immortal’s golden door.


      Man, human, follows in God’s human steps.


      Accepting his darkness thou must bring to him light,


      Accepting his sorrow thou must bring to him bliss.


      In Matter’s body find thy heaven-born soul.”


      VII.3.15-30


      *


      Onward she passed seeking the soul’s mystic cave.


      At first she stepped into a night of God....


      In a simple purity of emptiness


      Her mind knelt down before the unknowable.


      All was abolished save her naked self


      And the prostrate yearning of her surrendered heart....


      A sacred darkness brooded now within,


      The world was a deep darkness great and nude.


      This void held more than all the teeming worlds,


      This blank felt more than all that Time has borne,


      This dark knew dumbly, immensely the Unknown....


      Silent she moved, empty and absolute.


      In endless Time her soul reached a wide end,


      The spaceless Vast became her spirit’s place.


      At last a change approached, the emptiness broke;


      A wave rippled within, the world had stirred;


      Once more her inner self became her space.


      There was felt a blissful nearness to the goal...


      She recognised in her prophetic mind


      The imperishable lustre of that sky,


      The tremulous sweetness of that happy air


      And, covered from mind’s view and life’s approach,


      The mystic cavern in the sacred hill


      And knew the dwelling of her secret soul.


      VII.5.1-58


      *


      As thus she passed in that mysterious place


      Through room and room, through door and rock-hewn door,


      She felt herself made one with all she saw.


      A sealed identity within her woke;


      She knew herself the Beloved of the Supreme...


      VII.5.115-19


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 12


      Her Little World


      A friend and yet too great wholly to know,


      She walked in their front towards a greater light,


      Their leader and queen over their hearts and souls,


      One close to their bosoms, yet divine and far.


      IV.2.152-55


      


      A being of wisdom, power and delight,


      Even as a mother draws her child to her arms,


      Took to her breast Nature and world and soul.


      III.2.84


      * * *


      In a new act of the drama of the world


      The united Two began a greater age.


      V.3.400-01


      *


      A magic happiness flowed from their touch...


      IV.4.228


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 13


      1950


      His love has paved the mortal’s road to Heaven:


      He has given his life and light to balance here


      The dark account of mortal ignorance.


      It is finished, the dread mysterious sacrifice,


      Offered by God’s martyred body for the world...


      VI.2.304-08


      *


      He has signed salvation’s testament with his blood:


      He has opened the doors of his undying peace.


      VI.2.299-300


      *


      His knowledge immortal triumphs by his death.


      VI.2.317


      *


      

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 14


      1956


      A flaming warrior from the eternal peaks


      Empowered to force the door denied and closed...


      ...burst the bounds of consciousness and Time.


      I.2.364-67


      *


      The incarnate dual Power shall open God’s door,


      Eternal supermind touch earthly Time.


      XI.1.1240-41


      *


      I have felt a secret spirit stir in things


      Carrying the body of the growing God...”


      XI.1.796-97


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 15


      Bearing the Burden of Universal Love


      An energy of the triune Infinite,


      In a measureless Reality she dwelt,


      A rapture and a being and a force...


      Bearing the burden of universal love,


      A wonderful mother of unnumbered souls....


      A thousand doors of oneness was her heart.


      XI.1.873-86


      


      A Mother-wisdom works in Nature’s breast


      To pour delight on the heart of toil and want


      And press perfection on life’s stumbling powers,


      Impose heaven-sentience on the obscure abyss


      And make dumb Matter conscious of its God.


      IV.1.173-77


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 16


      Night


      A deciding hour in the world’s fate


      A seed shall be sown in Death’s tremendous hour,


      A branch of heaven transplant to human soil;


      Nature shall overleap her mortal step;


      Fate shall be changed by an unchanging will.


      III.4.449-52


      *


      In the mightiness of her silent spirit’s will,


      In the passion of her soul of sacrifice


      Her lonely strength facing the universe,


      Affronting fate...


      VI.2.835-38


      *


      On the bare peak where Self is alone with Nought...


      I.2.62


      *


      Her soul’s debate with embodied Nothingness


      Must be wrestled out on a dangerous dim background...


      I.2.58-59


      *


      The world unknowing, for the world she stood:


      No helper had she save the Strength within;


      There was no witness of terrestrial eyes...


      I.2.89-91


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 17


      The Everlasting Day


      God’s everlasting day surrounded her...


      XI.1.5


      *


      A marvellous sun looked down from ecstasy’s skies


      On worlds of deathless bliss, perfection’s home,


      Magical unfoldings of the Eternal’s smile


      Capturing his secret heart-beats of delight.


      XI.1.1-4


      *


      Her body quivered with eternity’s touch,


      Her soul stood close to the founts of the infinite.


      XI.1.8-9


      *


      The soul lit the conscious body with its ray,


      Matter and spirit mingled and were one.


      II.8.459-60


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      Chapter 18


      The Transformation


      A wonderful face looked out with deathless eyes;


      A hand was seen drawing the golden bars


      That guard the imperishable secrecies.


      A key turned in a mystic lock of Time.


      XI.1.1486-89


      *


      “...what light, what power revealed...


      Opens for us by thee a happier age?”


      XII.1.310-12


      *


      I saw the Omnipotent’s flaming pioneers


      Over the heavenly verge which turns towards life


      Come crowding down the amber stairs of birth;


      Forerunners of a divine multitude,


      Out of the paths of the morning star they came


      Into the little room of mortal life.


      I saw them cross the twilight of an age,


      The sun-eyed children of a marvellous dawn,


      The great creators with wide brows of calm,


      The massive barrier-breakers of the world


      And wrestlers with destiny in her lists of will,


      The labourers in the quarries of the gods,


      The messengers of the Incommunicable,


      The architects of immortality.


      Into the fallen human sphere they came,


      Faces that wore the Immortal’s glory still,


      Voices that communed still with the thoughts of God,


      Bodies made beautiful by the spirit’s light,


      Carrying the magic word, the mystic fire,


      Carrying the Dionysian cup of joy,


      Approaching eyes of a diviner man,


      Lips chanting an unknown anthem of the soul,


      Feet echoing in the corridors of Time.


      High priests of wisdom, sweetness, might and bliss,


      Discoverers of beauty’s sunlit ways


      And swimmers of Love’s laughing fiery floods


      And dancers within rapture’s golden doors,


      Their tread one day shall change the suffering earth


      And justify the light on Nature’s face.


      III.4.346-74


      *


      ............

    

  

  
    
      


      APPENDIX

    

  

  
    
      Sketch of the Mother’s Life


      The Mother was born in Paris on 21 February 1878. Mirra, as the child was named, received her early education at home and at a private school. Later she attended an art studio in Paris belonging to the Academie Julian. An accomplished artist, some of her works were exhibited at the Paris Salon. She was also a talented pianist and writer.


      Concerning her early spiritual life the Mother has written: “Between eleven and thirteen a series of psychic and spiritual experiences revealed to me not only the existence of God but man’s possibility of uniting with Him, of realising Him integrally in a life divine.” In 1906 and 1907 the Mother studied occultism in Tlemcen, Algeria, with a Polish adept, Max Theon, and his wife. Returning to Paris she founded a group of spiritual seekers. Between 1911 and 1913 she gave many talks to various groups in Paris.


      In 1914 the Mother sailed to Pondicherry, India, to meet Sri Aurobindo, Indian patriot, poet, philosopher and mystic. After a stay of eleven months she returned to France for a year and then went to Japan for nearly four years. In April 1920 the Mother returned to Pondicherry to resume her collaboration with Sri Aurobindo. With her coming, the number of disciples around Sri Aurobindo gradually increased. This informal grouping eventually took shape as the Sri Aurobindo Ashram. From its inception in November 1926 Sri Aurobindo entrusted the full material and spiritual charge of the Ashram to the Mother. Under her guidance, which covered a span of nearly fifty years, the Ashram has grown into a large, many-faceted community.


      Among the Mother’s other accomplishments during this period were the creation of the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education in 1952 and the founding of Auroville in 1968. This growing township, located eight kilometres from Pondicherry, is a bold experiment in international living with a high spiritual ideal.


      The Mother personally supervised the daily activities of the Ashram until the age of eighty-four. In March 1962 she retired to her room, but from there continued during the next decade to guide the Ashram and receive people regularly. On 17 November 1973, at the age of ninety-five, the Mother left her body.


      About the relationship between the Mother and himself, Sri Aurobindo has written: “The Mother’s consciousness and mine are the same”, and again: “There is no difference between the Mother’s path and mine; we have and have always had the same path, the path that leads to the supramental change and the divine realisation....”


      On her ninetieth birthday, the Mother summarised her life and work in this way: “The reminiscences will be short.


      “I came to India to meet Sri Aurobindo, I remained in India to live with Sri Aurobindo. When he left his body, I continued to live here in order to do his work which is, by serving the Truth and enlightening mankind, to hasten the rule of the Divine’s Love upon earth.”


      * * *
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